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Introduction 
“Livestock production — which includes meat, milk and eggs — contributes 40% of global                           
agricultural gross domestic product, provides income for more than 1.3 billion people and uses                           
one-third of the world’s fresh water. There may be no other single human activity that has a bigger                                   
impact on the planet than the raising of livestock. But as a new s​tudy out today in the journal                                     
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences​(​PNAS​) shows, there is tremendous variation in how                           
we raise livestock around the world — and major differences in what that means for the earth and                                   
for us.”  

- Bryan Walsh, ​science.time.com 
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